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 Our Water. Our Future. Our Choice. 
The purposes of the District include planning for and facilitating the long-term conservation, 

development, protection, distribution, management and stabilization of water rights and water 
supplies for domestic, irrigation, power, manufacturing, municipal, recreational and other beneficial 

uses, including the natural stream environment, in a cost-effective way to meet the needs of the 
residents and growing population of Cache County. 

www.cachewaterdistrict.com 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CACHE WATER DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES 

October 5, 2020 
The Cache Water District Board of Trustees convened for a regular meeting at the  

Cache Events Center located at 450 South 500 West, Logan, UT 84321 
 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Max Pierce – North Council District 
Kirt Lindley – At-Large Position 
Scott Clark - Logan #2 Council District 
David Erickson – At-Large Position 
Jared Clawson – At-Large Position 
Bret Randall – Northeast Council District 
Don Baldwin – Agricultural Representative 
Herm Olsen – Logan #3 Council District 
 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ABSENT: 
 

Shaun Dustin – Southeast Council District 
Jonathan Hardman – South Council District 
Jeannie Simmonds – Logan #1 Council District 
 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:   
 

Nathan Daugs (Manager), Stephanie Beall, Chris Slater, Mike Wilson, Jake Serago, Trevor 
Datwyler, Debbie Zilles 
 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Clark at 5:30 p.m. 
Consideration for the minutes from September 14, 2020 and the agenda for October 5, 
2020 with one minor correction. 
 

ACTION: Motion by Mr. Erickson to approve the agenda and the minutes as 
submitted.  Seconded by Mr. Pierce.  The motion was approved unanimously.  

 

CALL TO ORDER 
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None 
 
 

  
Ms. Simmonds was excused from the meeting so she will send out the financial 
statements to the Board members for this month. 
 

 

 
 

 Oct. 10 – Board Fall Social @ Mr. Daug’s home at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 Oct. 14 – Utah Water Task Force – Mr. Daugs will send out the link to the virtual 
 meeting. 
 

 Nov. 11 – Great Salt Lake Advisory – the full report has not been published yet.   
 Mr. Daugs will send out the virtual link to the meeting.    
 

 
 

Update on PL 566 Applications 
 

Crockett – J-U-B Engineering and Franson Engineers submitted the proposal. Mr. Daugs 
is meeting with NRCS this Thursday and then a meeting with the engineering firms will be 
set up to plan a kick-off meeting.  
 

Wellsville-Mendon – It may be a couple more months before any selections are made on 
which projects will be funded. 
 
Tax Increase Intent 
 

Mr. Daugs said next year will be the first year of taxing, therefore, in order to meet those 
requirements, at this meeting, the objective is to state: 
 

 The intent to raise taxes. 
 The purpose is for Water District operations. 
 The percentage is a 100% increase (currently there is no taxation) 
 The amount will be $275,000 for the first year. 
 The Truth in Taxation hearing will begin at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, November 9, 2020 at 

the Cache Events Center located at 450 South 500 West, Logan, UT 84321. 
 

Mr. Daugs there are still some questions on what the amount can be.  He read from the 
resolution approved by the County Council (Cache County Resolution No 2016-12) 
“WHEREAS the proposed local district will have taxing authority, but will not implement 
that authority until a majority of the members of the board of trustees of the district are 
officials elected by the voters.” (that requirement will be met January 1, 2021). “Whereas 
the Cache County Council intends to reduce the portion of the County-wide property tax 
that is utilized for water development by an amount equal to any property tax imposed by 
the new local district, which will result in a combined county and local district property tax 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

CALENDAR EVENTS 

MANAGER’S REPORT 
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rate that is revenue neutral and will not increase the property tax burden on any property 
for at least four (4) years.”  (See Attachment 1 for entire Resolution) 
 
 
 
Mr. Daugs said this can be interpreted different ways. For example, if the District increases 
the tax by a certain amount, the County should reduce by that same amount. The amount 
could be determined by the District’s budget (keeping it revenue neutral).  The County 
Auditor and Finance Department do not think it should go above what the current amount 
is – which is $275,000 per year. He pointed out that the thirteen (13) cities involved all 
have similar paragraphs within their respective resolutions that were approved.  He wants 
to make sure taxpayers understand and agree with the intent.   
 
Mr. Erickson said the Cache County Council has fulfilled the obligation of keeping it 
revenue neutral for the past four (4) years.  Mr. Daugs suggested possibly contacting the 
County to get more clear direction and/or revise the resolution if necessary. Mr. Lindley 
said it was explained to Wellsville City that the County would fund the Board for the first 
four (4) years until the appointed members became elected members, at which time taxing 
could begin. Mr. Daugs said the County Treasurer’s Office is showing $275,000. The 
question is if the District needs more, would the County be willing to reduce the taxation 
accordingly and/or change the resolution to allow for more latitude. Staying at $275,000 
would be a reduction from this year’s budget so some of the programs would have to be 
scaled back. The deadline is October 16, 2020 so the amount needs to be stated at 
today’s meeting. Two public notices will be sent out regarding the truth in taxation hearing 
for November 9, 2020 (the next scheduled meeting – changed from November 2).  
 
Mr. Erickson suggested being very clear about the tax increase and the explanation for it in 
the public noticing.  
 
Mr. Clawson asked if the $275,000 for the first year could be increased if needed next 
year, or whether it would be another four years before any changes could be made.  Mr. 
Daugs said over the next year, he can work with the County Council and County Attorney 
to see how this issue could be addressed.  Keeping it at $275,000 for the first year seems 
to be the most straightforward approach at this point. 
 

 
 

Mr. Daugs confirmed for Mr. Erickson that Cloud Seeding is included in the $275,000. 
 
Mr. Randall said cities and county's mill levy goes down annually with growth and asked 
whether this would be similar.  Mr. Daugs said, per the auditor’s office, special districts  
increase with growth.  
 
Water Banking Update 
 

MOTION: Mr. Clawson moved to accept taxation based on $275,000 for 2021.  Mr. 
Randall seconded the motion. The motion was approved (8-0). 
 

Aye:  Baldwin, Clark, Clawson, Erickson, Lindley, Olsen, Pierce, Randall     
Nay:   
Absent: Dustin, Hardman, Simmonds 
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Mr. Daugs has been meeting with interested parties throughout the County. It looks like the 
pilot project will include the canals on the south end of the valley. This may include just the 
three that come out of Porcupine Dam and/or it may also include the ones from Hyrum 
Dam.  It may be the Little Bear River Water Bank moving forward.   
 
Mr. Daugs explained that the three canals coming out of Porcupine all divert in essentially 
the same place and then split off. There are many producers with water in all three canals.  
If it were a bank, and a percentage of the shares were put into the bank, it would be easier 
to move water between the canals. The canals below Hyrum Dam may benefit from extra 
water from Porcupine.  Mr. Daugs answered for Mr. Clark that there could potentially be 
banking between the two reservoirs. There are still many questions and discussions to 
address how this will work out.   
 
Mr. Pierce asked if any others had expressed interest.  Mr. Daugs said has been some 
other interest, but none are to a point to become a pilot project at this time.  If this project 
can show success, there could be more possibilities throughout the valley. 
 
Master Plan Water Supply Approval 
 

The updated chapters were sent out to members for review prior to the meeting.  There 
were no concerns. 
 

 
 
November Meeting Date for Budget Hearings 
 

Due to public noticing requirements related to noticing for the Truth in Taxation Hearing, 
the November meeting will be held on November 9, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. with the hearing to 
begin at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Cache Events Center located at 450 
South 50 West, Logan, UT  84321. 
 

 
 

Bear River Development   
 

Mr. Clark encouraged members to carefully review the Great Salt Lake Advisory report that 
Mr. Daugs had sent out. There was discussion on getting some outside help to evaluate 
some of the information before the District takes a position.  Mr. Clark is concerned that 
there could be significant impact with Utah Water Law.  Mr. Baldwin agreed and said the 
Cub River Attorney (TJ Budge) reviewed it and Mr. Baldwin forwarded his email to the 
members.  Many of the members did not receive the email so Mr. Baldwin will forward it to 
Mr. Daugs to send out. He said junior rights would become senior rights.  Mr. Clark said 
the state engineer in the last Water Task Force meeting expressed some concern. Mr. 
Daugs said Emily Lewis would be willing to come to a meeting to help explain and discuss 

MOTION: Mr. Randall moved to accept the final two chapters of the Water Master Plan 
as submitted for finalization of the Plan. Mr. Olsen seconded the motion.  The motion 
was approved (8-0). 
 

Aye:  Baldwin, Clark, Clawson, Erickson, Lindley, Olsen, Pierce, Randall     
Nay:   
Absent: Dustin, Hardman, Simmonds 

APO REPORTS 
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it.  Mr. Clark emphasized the need to become educated on the report because it could 
have a great impact on Cache Valley.  
 
Mr. Randall asked if there was any legislation at this point. Mr. Daugs said the report is not 
final yet, but there could be.  Mr. Clark said the report indicates water laws should change. 
Mr. Baldwin explained that from an agricultural perspective, the notion that as 
conservation, methods and equipment are improved, water that is saved would be 
available to go to the Great Salt Lake.  He said the conserved water in agriculture is still 
being used to help produce more local food.  The water itself is not available to move 
somewhere else.  
 
Mr. Clark again encouraged all members to review and let local water users know.    
 
Local Outreach -  
 

The discussion was related to future USU Extension and educational opportunities. 
 

The next APO subcommittee meetings for Conservation (Jared, Bret, Herm) & Irrigation 
Delivery (Jared, Kirt, Don) will be held Monday, October 19, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

 
 

(Attachment 2) 
 

 

 
 

The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 

CLOUD SEEDING PRESENTATION – Stephanie Beall from North American 
Weather Consultants 

ADJOURN  
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-Attachment 1- 
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-Attachment 2- 
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