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CACHE WATER DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2017 

MINUTES 

 

The Cache Water District Board of Trustees convened in a regular session on September 11, 2017 at 5:30 
p.m. in the Cache County Historic Courthouse, Council Chambers, 199 North Main Street, Logan, Utah. 
 
ATTENDANCE 

 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD IN ATTENDANCE: 

Jeannie F. Simmonds – Logan #1 Council District 
Barbara Y. Tidwell – Logan #2 Council District 
Max Pierce – North Council District 
Jonathan W. Hardman – South Council District 
Jon White – At-Large Position 
David L. Erickson – At-Large Position 
Don Baldwin – Agricultural Representative 
 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ABSENT: 

Herm Olsen – Logan #3 Council District 
Bret Randall – Northeast Council District 
Shaun Dustin – Southeast Council District 
Jared Clawson – At-Large Position 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 

Craig W Buttars – Cache County Executive 
Clint Carney – Utah State University 
Tyler Withers – Franson Civil Engineers 
Hilary Shughart – Bridgerland Audubon Society 
Ann Neville – The Nature Conservancy 
Mike Allred – Utah DWQ 
Ron Natali 
David Koontz 
Scott Clark 
Rebecca Thorpe 
Casey Saxton 
Jess Bradfield 
Janeen Allen 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair, Jeannie Simmonds at 5:31 p.m. 
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REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND AGENDA 

 

1. MINUTES (August 7, 2017)  
2. AGENDA (September 11, 2017) 
 

ACTION: Motion was made by Baldwin and seconded by Tidwell to approve the 

August 7, 2017 minutes and the September 11, 2017 agenda of the Cache Water 

District as written. The vote in favor was unanimous, 6-0; Olsen, Randall, Dustin, 

White and Clawson absent at time of vote 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There was no public comment. 
 
ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

 
5:32 p.m. – Jon White arrived 

 

1. APPROVAL OF INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 

 
ACTION: Motion was made by Erickson and seconded by White to approve the 

Interlocal Agreement between Cache County and the Cache Water District. The vote 

in favor was unanimous, 7-0; Olsen, Randall, Dustin and Clawson absent at time of 

vote 

 

Simmonds will present the resolution from the district’s attorney at the next meeting to be 
approved and signed. A resolution will then go before the Cache County Council to approve 
the County Executive to sign the Interlocal Agreement with the Cache Water District. 

 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

1. REVIEW OF CACHE WATER DISTRICT BOOTH AT THE COUNTY FAIR 
Hardman expressed appreciation for the cooperation and work of board members who helped man the 
booth during the County Fair. 
 
An example of the survey Hardman put together using the 2013 Water Master Plan and the results of 
the survey are a part of these minutes as “Attachment A.” The survey asked people to mark what they 
believed to be the highest priority for the Cache Water District to focus on. The categories were: 

- Water Conservation & Education 
- Study Aquifer Storage & Recovery 
- Environmental Water Demands (Identify instream flows & critical habitats) 
- Develop Additional Water Storage 
- Develop a Water Banking System to Facilitate Water 
- Help Communities Develop Secondary Water Systems for Irrigation 
- Help Maintain and Improve Aging Irrigation Delivery Systems (canals) 
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Hardman reported that the survey produced 57 responses. The top priority according to the survey was 
Water Conservation & Education with 37%. Developing Additional Water Storage received 21% 
of the vote. A chart showing the survey results is also a part of these minutes as “Attachment B.” 
 
Hardman asked for reimbursement from the district in the amount of $197.22 for items purchased for 
the booth. Also attached to these minutes is a pamphlet on Water Conservation in the Home that was 
given out from the booth. 
 
After a brief discussion, the board determined to budget money towards a booth during the County 
Fair as a means to educate the public on the purpose and function of the Cache Water District.  
 

2. REPORT OF PREVIOUS COUNTY WATER DEPARTMENT BUDGET – Craig Buttars 
Buttars reported the remaining balance for the 2017 County Water Department is $168,009.00.  
Previously, two-thirds of Cherie Davis’ salary came from the Water Department budget, but as of 
September 1, 2017, her salary will come completely from the GIS budget. However, 10% of Jacob 
Adams’ salary will come from the Water Department budget. Buttars said he would look into and 
provide more detail as to the type of work Adams is doing for the Water Department. This will 
continue to the end of the year.  
 
Simmonds will take over the transfer of money and make it match the budget for the Water District for 
next year. White suggested cutting all ties with the County by the end of the year so that the district 
can function on its own.  
 

3. FUTURE PLANNING 
The board members discussed how to handle planning to move forward with the district infrastructure 
and goals. Several ideas were put out regarding when to hire a manager and secretary and if that will 
fit into the budget.  
 
Erickson said a manager and secretary should be hired as soon as possible, but Simmonds thought that 
the money needs to be in place before they can be hired. 
 
Buttars noted that a lot of interest has been expressed in the Manager’s position and there are a lot of 
qualified people who can fill the role quickly. 
 
After more discussion, the board decided to form a subcommittee to look into job descriptions for a 
manager and secretary for the district. Hardman, Tidwell, and Simmonds volunteered for the 
subcommittee. 

 
4. PRESENTATION: UTAH DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS – Will Atkin, TAC 

The remainder of the meeting was a presentation from the Utah Division of Water Rights by Will 
Atkin. The Powerpoint presentation is part of these minutes as “Attachment C.”  
 
The audio of his presentation is available on the Utah Public Notice Website at: 
www.utah.gov/pmn/index.html 
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Bridgerland Water Conservancy District 

Will Atkin, Regional Engineer Utah Division of Water Rights 

 





My perspective 

• How water rights work. 

• How water is allocated in the Bear River 
system. 

• Thoughts on PacifiCorp’s plan to raise Cutler 
Reservoir. 

• Thoughts on developing and operating a Water 
Bank within the county.  

• Q & A 

 

 

 



How water rights work 

Prior Appropriation Doctrine 

 - 1st in time is 1st in rights 
 Adjudicated rights: 

 Diligence rights and Decreed rights 

Apropriation since 1903 

 

Beneficial Use 

 

BWCD as a “Public Water Supplier” 

  



How water is allocated in the Bear River 

system 
Distributed based on established water rights. 

 - Lower Bear River Distribution System and others 
(Logan, Little Bear, Summit Creek, etc.) 

 

• Legislature allocated Utah’s portion of the Bear River 

Compact allocation in 1991 with the Bear River 

Development Act. (Box Elder: 60,000 AF, Cache: 60,000 

AF, Weber/Davis: 50,000 AF, Salt Lake 50,000 AF). 

  



PacifiCorp’s plans 

Raise Cutler Reservoir from 4407.0 to 4410.0 (15,000 AF)  

- What they would need to do: 

- Water rights 

- Dam Safety 

- Contract for use 

 

Other proposals 

- Bear Lake (140,000 AF) 

- Spinning Reserve 

- Conservation (180,000 AF)   



Thoughts on developing and operating a 

water bank within Cache County:  

• Change applications would still have to be filed 

• Who would do a project with temporary water? 

 

• Coordinate a water market 



Any questions? 




